
Link to maths curriculum:  
Measurement: 

• Comparing how much materials stretch (Compare lengths and heights, using the vocabulary long/short, 
longer/shorter, tall/short, double/half, specified in the national curriculum). 

• Comparing objects (Compare mass/weight, using vocabulary heavy/light, heavier than, lighter than, specified in 
the maths curriculum). 

 

 
 
 

Prior and future learning 
 

Prior Knowledge What’s next? 
• Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural 
materials. 
• Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different 
properties. 
• Talk about the differences between materials and changes 
they notice. 
• Explore the natural world around them. 
• Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

• I can identify the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and 
cardboard for particular uses. 
• I can compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and 
cardboard for particular uses. 
• I can find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some 
materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and 
stretching. 

 

Track your learning  
 

How I will show what I have learned    
I can distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made. 
 

   

I can identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, 
metal, water, and rock. 

   

I can describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials. 
 

   

I can compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their 
simple physical properties. 

   

 
 

Key knowledge I need to understand 
• All objects are made of one or more materials.  
• Some objects can be made from different materials e.g. plastic, metal or wooden spoons.  

• Materials can be described by their properties e.g. shiny, stretchy, rough etc. Some materials e.g. 
plastic can be in different forms with very different properties 

 
 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scientist: Chester 
Greenwood (inventor 
of earmuffs) 
 

Year 1 Materials 
(Chemistry)  

Possible texts to read: 
Who sank the boat – 
Pamela Allen 
 

Working scientifically 
assessment: Materials 
transparency, reflectiveness 



 
 
 
 


